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56-58 Model Ave., Hopewell - Creamery (c. 1887)   
 
Rev. 12/16/2022 b - D. Dixon 
 
The Hopewell Creamery operated from c.1887 to c. 1925 on Model Avenue in Hopewell near Mercer 
Street. The building was located next to the railroad tracks at what is now 58 Mercer (currently an 
empty lot owned by the Borough), and had a large pond for the ice house that extended across the 
adjacent 56 Mercer (now Boro Collision). There was an early creamery c. 1887, but the business was 
revitalized when it was acquired by Hernig & Northrup in c. 1892, and collected and processed local 
dairy milk for transport to the Hernig distribution business in Philadelphia. The business was taken over 
by the Castanea Dairy Co. of Trenton c. 1921, and ended c. 1925. The building saw only miscellaneous 
use thereafter, and the pond was used for municipal recreation into the 1930s. The pond was later filled 
in and the building demolished. 
 

 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery 
 

1881 - Creamery Association 
Fundraising failed 
 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery 
William S. Naughright, Daniel A. Northrup 
 

1892 - F. F. Holcombe Buys Creamery 
Farley F. Holcombe 

 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 
Peter Hernig & Daniel A. Northrup 
 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 
1898 - Wertsville plant; 5000 lbs. milk / day 
1914 - Pasteurizing plant; 8000 lbs. / day 
 

1920/21 - Castanea Dairy Co., Trenton  

 

1925 - Property Sold 
Dr. T. A. Pierson & John R. Race 
 

1930s - 40s - Public Recreation 
Boro lease - Ice skating, swimming, fishing 
1949 - Pond filled in 
Creamery building demolished ? 
 

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902] 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897] 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 
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Hopewell Creamery Beginnings (1870s & 1880s) 
The arrival of the railroads in Hopewell in 1874 and 1876 opened the possibility of industrial 
development in the town of Hopewell, especially to process local products for export to larger markets.  
 
There were earlier examples of this with grist mills processing local crops into grains, and exporting the 
products to market.  [HAHG 1992]  Hopewell also had several early hay press operations by the railroad 
tracks c. 1875 and c. 1902 that compacted hay into bales for storage and transport.  [Everts & Stewart 
1875, Sanborn 1902] 
 
The first major industrial development in Hopewell was the Finney & Fetter Saw & Feed Mill, which 
opened in 1874 at the end of Model Avenue at Louellen Street to process local timber from the Sourland 
Mountain ridge into lumber and wood products for export.  [See Saw Mill History Brief] 
 
Later, in 1892, area farmers partnered with the local business community to form the Hopewell Valley 
Canning Company at the end of Railroad Avenue at Somerset Street, which processed fragile and 
perishable local tomato crops into non-perishable canned goods for shipment. In a good year, the 
Tomato Factory had 100 acres under contract with local farmers, and packed 100,000 to 200,000 cans of 
tomatoes in a summer season.  [See Canning Factory History Brief] 
 
Similarly, in 1881, the Hopewell community saw a need for a local creamery operation to consolidate, 
process, and export the output of local dairy farmers. 

Regional Creameries - c. 1881 

By the 1880s, creameries had become important parts of area communities. For example, in 1881, the 
Philadelphia Ledger reported that there were 38 creameries in Bucks county, up from 16 the previous 
year, or one creamery every 16 square miles. These received about 300,000 pounds of milk daily, at 
least half of all the milk produced in the county, and produced about 10,000 pounds of butter and 
25,000 pounds of cheese a day.  [HH 6/27/1881] 
 
Also in this period, creameries in Pleasant Valley and Sergeantsville were processing 9,000 and 6,000 
pounds of milk daily.  [Lambertville Record 2/23/1881, 5/31/1882] 
 
As a result, the Hopewell Herald newspaper was evangelizing 
the idea of a creamery in Hopewell, and comparing the 
experience with creameries at different local towns. Farmers 
in Sergeantsville and Locktown had started creameries in the 
previous year, and were now "thriving," and also serving 
farmers in Ringoes. These businesses were started by 
farmers, and therefore did not need to show a large profit - 
they were providing a steady market, saving "a vast amount 
of hard work" on the farm, and returned a larger income 
than milk manufactured on the farm. Meanwhile, the people 
of Lambertville, Mount Airy, Flemington, and Hopewell were 
also working on creameries, but these were projects by both 
farmers and capitalists, and were therefore struggling to get 
started due to the need to show large profits. [HH 
8/24/1881] 
 

 
Creamery in Hopewell   

[HH 4/6/1881]  
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Hopewell Creamery Operations 
The Hopewell creamery operated from around 1887/88 to around 1924/25. (These dates are indefinite 
because there are significant details missing in the records. As a wholesale business, the creamery was 
not covered heavily in the local newspapers, and there are significant gaps in our access to papers 
during this period. But, as shown below, we can assemble a clear story from various pieces of evidence.) 
 
The business, then known as the Hopewell Creamery, began operations around 1887/88 under William 
S. Naughright, who operated creameries along the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, and Daniel A. 
Northrup, who moved to Hopewell to operate the plant. However, the business was reportedly of "little 
importance" until it was acquired in 1892/93 by Northrup and Peter Hernig, a major milk distributor in 
Philadelphia, and became known as Hernig & Northrup’s Creamery. 
 
Northrup left the business in 1920, and the business was acquired in 1921 by the Castanea Dairy 
Company of Trenton. The Hopewell location was later abandoned and the property was sold on 1925. 

Creamery Property 

The Hopewell creamery was located on 
Model Avenue in Hopewell, just west of 
the intersection with Mercer Street. The 
stream still cuts through the property, 
flowing under Model, and then along 
Mercer, under the former pizza store, and 
then under Broad Street. The stone sides 
of the underpass bridge still stand along 
the sidewalk, with a metal Mercer Country 
culvert plaque dated 1936. 
 
The creamery building was set back from 
the road close to the train tracks, on the 
west side of the stream and behind the 
pond. (The tracks were so close that there 
were regular reports of the roof catching 
fire from the sparks from passing train 
engines.  [e.g., HH 11/16/1906])  A railroad 
siding also extended diagonally down from 
the east, past the A. S. Golden Lumber 
Yard. (Oddly, the 1912 and later Sanborn 
maps show the distance to the railroad 
tracks as 60 feet, which is too large.) 
 
As shown in the 1902 Sanborn map, the majority of the property was taken up by the creamery pond, 
which extended on both sides of the stream.  
 
The former creamery property is now divided into two separate lots in the borough. The west side, 
where the creamery building stood (left from the road), is now 58 Mercer, currently an empty lot owned 
by the Borough. The east (right) side, including the stream and the former location of much of the pond, 
is now 56 Mercer, currently the site of Boro Collision. 

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902]  

Train tracks along the left (north) side, Model Ave. 
along the right side 
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Creamery Building 

The 1902 Sanborn map (above) identifies the right (east) side of the building (with an attached loading 
platform) as the Creamery, and the left (west) side as the Ice House. An engine and smokestack are on 
the right edge of the building. There is a building immediately to the left of the creamery identified as a 
Hen House on the adjacent property, and 
another small building to the left of the pond. 
The site was then heated and powered with 
coal-powered steam, and had no lights. 
 
The 1912 and later Sanborn maps show a 
modified configuration of the creamery 
building, with a Refrigeration Room in the back 
left corner, and the left front of the building 
filled in next to the loading platform, with a 8 
HP engine and a 40 foot Iron Chimney. The site 
was then powered with coal-powered steam, 
and had electric lights. 
 
The two building photos from around the 1900s show the creamery in operation, with the two windows 
on the right above the loading platform, the distinctive cupola in the center, and the dormer window on 
the left. The 1897 photo is more straight-on, showing the pond and a small structure to the left of the 
pond, and the railroad tracks behind. The 1909 photo is from an angle, with the pond drained, and 
showing the bridge over the stream to the loading platform. The second photo shows an enlarged 
loading platform added in 1908.  [HH 5/13/1908] 
 

 

Creamery Pond 

The creamery pond was used to gather ice during the winter to keep the milk cool in the creamery, and 
for other local ice houses, including local caterer E. R. Whitehead. [e.g., HH 6/22/1898, 4/14/1909]   The 
importance of the ice was demonstrated when the Wertsville creamery was forced to close in May due 
to the scarcity of ice.  [HH 5/5/1909]  In 1909, the creamery and Whitehead also took in "several 
carloads" of artificial ice, but this did not replace the pond, as ice cutting continued the next year.  [HH 
4/14/1909, 1/5/1910] 
 
The two fishing photos show the creamery pond from the reverse angle. After the creamery closed, the 
pond was used for public recreation, including ice skating, swimming, and fishing. The 1939 image shows 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897]  

View from Model Ave. across the pond 

 
Hernig & Northrup's Creamery [Hw 1909]  

View from adjacent driveway, pond drained 

 
Creamery  [Sanborn 1912]  
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the view from the driveway of the adjacent house, facing southwest to the Model Avenue bridge. The 
1941 image shows the view facing east, across the pond to the adjacent house on the left, with the 
stone side of the Model Avenue bridge on the right, and the two buildings beyond on each corner of 
Mercer Street.  
 

 

Creamery Processing 

The purpose of a creamery is to efficiently aggregate raw cow's milk from multiple farmers, process it, 
and transport it to a ready market - and do so quickly while the milk is still fresh. At a minimum, this 
requires refrigeration when storing and transporting the milk.  
 
The alternative, as described in 1898 in Pennington, was for farmers to meet the schedule of the "milk 
train" and deliver their milk directly for shipment.  [HH 4/20/1898] 
 
Since raw milk contains significant milk fat, the creamery processing begins with separating it into cream 
and milk. (Whole milk contains 3.5% milk fat, reduced-fat is 2%, low-fat is 1%, and skim is fat-free.) 
 
This can be done by hand by waiting for the cream to rise in the container and skimming it out (since it 
has a different density), or can be automated, i.e., through a spinning process using a centrifugal milk 
separator.  
 
Once the cream is separated, it also can be used to make butter. This is done using a butter churn to 
agitate the cream for an extended period in order to cause the fat to clump and solidify. The cream then 
separates into butter and buttermilk (the remaining liquid), which is drained off. 
 
Milk also can be used to make cheese, which is a more involved process that does not fit well into a daily 
creamery workflow. Cheese making includes ripening by adding starter bacteria plus rennet enzymes, 
separating the liquid whey from the cheese curd, further fermenting, and time for aging.  
 
Another milk processing step is pasteurization, heating milk to destroy potentially disease-causing 
bacteria and increase its shelf life. Developed by Louis Pasteur in 1864, pasteurization was originally 
used to prevent wine and beer from souring. It was extended to milk in the 1880s in the United States as 
milk became more regulated. 

Hernig & Northrup Creamery Processing 

The Hernig & Northrup creamery separated milk and cream, and also made butter: 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 

 
Fishing at Pond 1941 [Klevze]  



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 56-58 Model Ave. - Creamery ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 7 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

- It had "large facilities for making butter and ships great 
quantities of milk and cream."  [HHH 1897] 
- It was "equipped with modern machinery, separators, 
&c., for separating the cream from the milk, which is 
shipped to Philadelphia."  [HH Souvenir 1900] 
- In 1901, the Herring & Northrup Creamery Company 
was listed as producing cream and butter, and 
employing 4 people.  [Indust Dir NJ 1901] 
 
In the same period the new Pennington creamery was 
equipped with "all of the most modern appliances" for 
separating mill and cream and churning butter. "The 
separator, tester, churn, butter worker and printing 
machine, ... are all operated by an eight-horse power 
engine. The refrigerator is large and the supply of pure water unlimited."  [HH 4/20/1898] 
 
In 1895, the Hopewell creamery was selling "tubs [of] fresh butter" locally.  [HH 11/12/1895]  It added a 
new "churn and butter worker" in 1903 to "make butter in large quantities", which was then overhauled 
in 1907.  [HH 7/1/1903, 6/19/1907] 
 
The day's work then ends with cleaning all the equipment, which requires a large water supply. 

It would do any housewife the world of good to see how men can clean cans and floors.  Every 
bit of the machinery is taken apart every afternoon and thoroughly cleaned. The saving of water 
is no object to the creamery as they have two artesian wells that will give 60 gallons of water a 
minute, and therefore the floors are washed and washed until they are spotless.  Aluminum 
pipes are used for steam and water. 
 [TET 3/2/1919] 

Creamery Equipment 

During its lifetime, the Hernig & Northrup made a 
series of major improvements to the creamery, 
including boiler and engines, churn and butter 
workers, refrigeration, and also pasteurization. 
 
In 1903, the creamery added a new churn and butter 
worker.    [HH 7/1/1903] 
 
In 1906-07, the creamery made "extensive 
improvements,"  including "new shafting, machinery, 
etc.," and overhauling the churn and butter worker. 
[HH 12/19/1906, 6/19/1907] 
 
In 1908, the creamery erected a cold storage plant and a large thirty horsepower boiler and engine at a 
cost of about $3,600.  [HH 4/7/1909]  This is shown in the change between the 1902 and 1912 Sanborn 
maps. 
 
In 1914, the creamery installed a "large up-to-date cold storage and artificial refrigerating system." [HH 
Progress 1914] 
 

  
[HH 7/1/1903]  

  
[HH 12/19/1906]  
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And in 1914, the creamery installed a new pasteurizing plant at a cost of $1,000.  [TET 5/31/1914]  The 
milk was heated 240 degrees and then cooled to 40 degrees.   [TET 7/12/1914] 
 
The processing and pasteurization in the creamery was detailed in 1919: 

A new 12-ton ice machine which makes cold air for cooling has just been installed, also a very 
large direct expansion cooler and a 80-horsepower boiler are about to be put in place. 
Nowadays the farmer sets his milk cans properly marked in front of his house and two trucks 
belonging to the belonging to this creamery call for them and also return the cans. Once in every 
month a sample of each farmers milk is put into a small bottle with his individual number on it 
and tested for butter fats. 
First the cans are emptied into a large boiler and weighed, then the milk passes through two 
strainers, heated in a pasteurizer, then onto the holder, where room where it remains for 30 
minutes to kill all germs, then through another strainer and into the cooler where the 
temperature of the milk is changed from 145 degrees to 40 degrees, then into cans.  
[TET 3/2/1919] 

Creamery Transportation 

In order to aggregate and sell milk, the creamery needed transportation of the raw milk from the farms 
to the creamery, and then from the creamery to the end market. 
 
The Hopewell creamery grew into a major operation. By 1914, the milk supply for the creamery came 
from nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley.  [TET 5/31/1914] 
 
In comparison, by 1922, the Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton, which acquired the Hopewell 
creamery, was buying the entire milk crop of about 500 selected farmers of Mercer, Bucks and 
Hunterdon Counties, and operated 48 routes for its distribution business.  [TET 6/12/1922] 

Farms to Creamery 

To transport milk from farms to the creamery, apparently farmers originally delivered their milk to the 
creamery (as with tomatoes to the Canning Factory). The creamery then evolved to running its own 
trucks for pick-ups, and later the farmers cooperated to put out bids for milk hauling routes. 
 
In 1898, farmers were "taking their milk" to the creamery.  [HH 6/22/1898] 
 
In 1919, the creamery was running truck routes to pick up milk from farms: "Nowadays the farmer sets 
his milk cans properly marked in front of his house and two trucks belonging to the belonging to this 
creamery call for them and also return the cans."  [TET 3/2/1919] 
 
By the 1920s, the Hopewell branch of the Inter-State Milk Producers Association was soliciting bids for 
milk hauling routes to serve farmers who wished to have their milk carted.  [HH 12/15/1922] 

Creamery to Philadelphia 

Then to transport the milk products to the Hernig distribution center in Philadelphia, the milk was 
shipped by train in refrigerated cars to the Front and Burks street station. The train ran on a fixed 
schedule, but the exact timing is not clear. 
 
One report, describing the Hernig milk delivery for Horn and Hardart, states that "The milk which is sent 
from New York [presumably down the Hopewell train line] arrives at midnight."  [Phila Times 3/11/1900] 
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By 1904 the milk from the Hopewell creamery was reportedly received by Hernig in Philadelphia "every 
morning at 8 o'clock."  [Phila. Inquirer 9/24/1904] 
 
The timing for farm-to-door milk processing and delivery was described in 1922: "Milk delivered today 
by Castanea is the fruit of two milkings, the first the night before last; the second yesterday morning. 
Pasteurization and bottling was done yesterday and delivery made between midnight and 6 a.m. today."  
[TET 6/12/1922] 

Creamery Finances 

The Hopewell creamery seems to have processed around 5,000 pounds of milk per day through much of 
its existence, received in from farmers and shipped out to Philadelphia. The milk was received from 
nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley. The payments to farmers in the late 1800s increased from 85 
cents to $1.30 per 100 pounds of milk.  
 
Some estimates: 
- A quart of milk weights 2.15 pounds 
- The average dairy cow produces 7 gallons of milk a day, or 28 quarts, or 56 pounds (from 2 milkings) 
- Traditional milk cans / churns hold 10 gallons, or 40 quarts, or 90 pounds 
Some calculations: 
- 90 cans provide 8,000 pounds of milk?  [TET 3/2/1919] -- Matches 10 gallon traditional milk cans 
- 5,000 pounds of milk a day from 100 farms? [TET 5/31/1914]  - or 2,325 quarts a day 
 -- Would average some 50 pounds a day per farm, or 23 quarts - or about one cow's output 
 
As of 1897, the creamery was receiving an average of 5,000 pounds of milk per day and paying an 
average of 85 cents per 100 pounds.  [NJ State Board of Agriculture 1896 Report] 
As of 1898, the creamery was receiving 11,800 pounds daily.  "Last week was pay day and about $2,000 
in cash were paid to the farmers who take their milk there."  [HH 6/22/1898] 
 
In November 1899, the creamery paid $1.10 to $1.20 per hundred pounds, and $1.30 in December.  [HH 
12/6/1899] 
 
In 1900, the estimate was back to receiving about 5,000 pounds of milk a day.  [HH Souvenir 1900] 
 
During June 1908, the payroll to farmers was over $4,000.  [HH 7/29/1908] 
In the summer of 1910, the creamery was shipping from 85 to 95 cans daily.  [HH 9/14/1910] 
 [90 cans = 8000 pounds / day] 
 
In 1914, the creamery handled a daily average of 5,000 quarts [pounds?].  The supply came from nearly 
100 farms in the Hopewell Valley section of the county.  [TET 5/31/1914] 
1n 1914, about 5,000 pounds a day were received and shipped direct to Philadelphia, from nearly 100 
farms in the Hopewell Valley.  [HH Progress 1914, TET 5/31/1914] 

 
In 1917, the Milk Producers Association held a meeting to "do something" about the price for milk.  "If 
the buyers of milk at Hopewell creamery are not going to come up to the price it will be up to us to find 
another market for our product immediately."  [HH 9/26/1917] 
 
In 1918, $80,000 was paid out to the local farmers.    [TET 3/2/1919] 
In 1919, "about 90 cans, or 8000 pounds of milk" were sent to Philadelphia every day.    [TET 3/2/1919] 
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1881 - Creamery Association 
By 1881, a Creamery Association was formed in Hopewell with the 
goal of funding and establishing a local creamery. 
 
In April 1881, after visits to creameries in Hulmerville and 
Langhorne, the Creamery Association saw "no reason why a 
creamery cannot be run with profit, at Hopewell." Meeting 
attendees tested samples of butter and cheese from Hulmerville 
and Langhorne, respectively. The cheese was "made of milk from 
which one pound of butter, to every twelve quarts of milk, had 
been taken." The butter was regarded as "superior to any we have 
seen or tasted, in this town."  [HH 4/27/1881] 
 
In June 1881, the creamery project was soliciting subscriptions to 
the capital stock of $5,000, with a par value of $25, which is 
"within the reach of every farmer, and many others."  [HH 
6/1/1881] 
 
However, in August 1881, the Hopewell Herald reported the 
obituary of the Hopewell creamery effort. The then goal of $2,000 
in subscriptions had not been reached, and the effort was declared 
perhaps "not dead but sleepeth."  [HH 8/17/1881, 8/24/1881] 
 
Unfortunately, we are missing further information on this because of gaps in the available newspapers 
in the second half of the 1880s and the beginning of the 1990s. 
 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery - Naughright & Northrup 
A creamery operation then was established in Hopewell around 1887-88. Not much is known about it - 
the Hopewell Herald reports that it was "of little importance" until taken over by Hernig and Northrup in 
1893. 
 
The owner of the original creamery appears to have 
been William S. Naughright, and the operator was 
Daniel A. Northrup, who later partnered with Peter 
Hernig to run the business as Hernig & Northrup. 
 
In 1920, when Northrup retired, the Hopewell 
Herald recalled that the original creamery had been 
opened by "a Mr. Naughright," and that Daniel A. 
Northrup then had come to Hopewell "31 years 
ago" to operate the plant. [i.e., c. 1889].  [HH 4/21/1920] 
 
In 1914, the Sunday Times-Advertiser reported that D. A. Northrup had managed the creamery plant 
"when it was owned by W. S. Nauright [sic] of German Valley." Hernig and Northrup then had operated 
the dairy for the "past 22 years" [i.e., since c. 1892, which matches other records].   [TET 5/31/1914] 
 

 
[HH 8/24/1881] 

 
[TET 5/31/1914] 
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The start date for the original creamery appears to be around 1887-88. The various articles most 
consistently show Northrup arriving in Hopewell with Naughright in 1888 to operate the original 
creamery, and he is listed with his family in Hopewell in the 1900 U.S. Census records.   

The Hopewell Creamery was started thirteen years ago, [i.e., c. 1887] but was of little 
importance until the present firm took charge, since which time it has been inestimable benefit 
to the farmers in this locality, who can here find a ready market for their product.   
[HH Souvenir 1900] 

The Hopewell creamery was started twenty-six years ago [i.e., c. 1888, confirmed below], but 
was of little importance until the present firm took charge in 1891 [actually 1892/93?], since 
which time it has been of inestimable benefit to the farmers in this locality who here find a 
ready market for all the milk they can produce.  ... The creamery has always been in personal 
charge of D. A. Northrup ... Mr. Northrup came here from North Jersey in 1888.   
[HH Progress 1914] 

 
There also are newspaper ads from 1889 that locate other 
businesses "near the creamery."  [HH 10/1, 10/22/1889] 
 
However, the 1887 Fowler map of Hopewell already shows 
a building apparently at the creamery location off Model 
Avenue, next to the stream, across from a diagonal railroad 
siding, and with the distinctive cupola on the roof. 
However, in the drawing, the building is unidentified, is 
positioned on the street, and does not have a pond in 
front. A founding date of 1887 is also used by [Gantz 1987]. 
 
 
 

 
Creamery building(?)  [Fowler 1887]  
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William S. Naughright (1843-1901) 

William S. Naughright (1843-1901) was from the Middle Valley 
area of Morris County, New Jersey. He grew up in the town also 
called Naughright, and worked in and was later buried in German 
Valley. As a young man, he first worked as a mercantile clerk and 
as a teacher, and then volunteered to serve in the Civil War in 
Virginia. He returned in 1863 as a teacher, and then become a 
merchant from 1868 until 1880. In 1889, he also was elected a 
assemblyman for Morris County. 
 
But while there is no direct link between Naughright and 
Hopewell besides the two brief mentions in the newspapers, he 
was known to be deeply involved in creamery operations along 
the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad (the parent of the line that 
passed through Hopewell), including innovating the use of 
refrigerator cars for overnight delivery by train: 

Later [Naughright] became interested in the creamery 
business, and has been the organizer and promoter of various creameries, whereby the milk 
supply of Morris county is taken to the city markets. Since 1881 he has operated along the line 
of the Central Railroad in New Jersey, with New York for a market, and in addition thereto is 
now operating north and west of Reading on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, with 
Philadelphia as a market, and on the Western Maryland Railroad with Baltimore as a market.  

This enterprise has also proved not only a profitable one to its originator but has also materially 
advanced the prosperity of the county, the creameries utilizing the large products of the 
extensive dairy farms made possible by the excellent pasture lands in this section of the state.  

Mr. Naughright has developed a very large business, which is constantly growing in volume and 
importance. The dairy interests on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad are destined to cover the 
entire line and have been the means of revolutionizing the milk business in Philadelphia.  

Through the investigation of our subject it was ascertained that the former system of supplying 
the city with milk brought the product into Philadelphia about 9 o'clock in the morning, and thus 
it was held over for delivery until the following day. Under the management of Mr. Naughright, 
however, it is shipped into the city at night in refrigerator cars, and is thus ready for the earliest 
delivery. For twelve years he has given his entire attention to the milk business, and always uses 
the most advanced and improved methods in handling and shipping the products of the dairy. 
His sales have become very extensive, and he realizes therefrom a handsome income, which is 
the crowning reward of well directed labor. 
[Biographical and Genealogical History Of Morris County New Jersey – Volume II, 1899] 

 
At the time of his death in 1901, Naughright had been local manager of the Reading Dairy company, and 
had been involved in the "management of creameries the along the P & R"  [Pennsylvania and Reading].  
[Evening Report, Lebanon, Pa. 7/15/1901]  He also was described as "In the milk business, running at 
one time four creameries."  [The Early Germans of New Jersey: Their History, Churches and Genealogies, 
1895]  And he owned a farm / creamery in the area that was destroyed by fire in 1898.  [Swackhamer-
Dufford Genealogy Society Bulletin] 
 

 
William S. Naughright   

[History Of Morris County 1899]  
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1892 - F. F. Holcombe 
Then in 1891-92 there are a only a couple references to a "Creamery Company" in the Hopewell Herald, 
including a meeting report that "the interest due was paid, and a satisfactory arrangement was made for 
redeeming the stock."  [HH 12/9/1891] 
 
In December 1892, Farley F. Holcombe purchased the 
creamery business, and planned to operate it.  [HH 
12/21/1892]   
 
Holcombe was a long-time general store merchant in 
Hopewell (at 47 West Broad, across from Mercer Street), and also had previously run a coal yard, which 
he then rented to A. S. Golden in March 1892.  [See Model Lumberyard History Brief] 
 
The 1892 report of the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture states that "The Hopewell Creamery has 
recently been purchased by two gentlemen, who are residents of the place, and the business will be 
revised and extended so as to be a source of profit to the farmers."  [TET 3/16/1893]  This presumably is 
referring to F. F. Holcombe and his brother. 
 
However, deeds show that Holcombe and his brother Soloman H. Holcombe had purchased the actual 
creamery property from Joseph M. Phillips much earlier, in 1885 (the property they later sold to Hernig 
and Northrup).  [DB 191-1645, 1893-01-28] 
 
Nothing more is known about Holcombe and the creamery. 
 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 
After operating the original Hopewell creamery for some four 
years, Daniel A. Northrup partnered with Peter Hernig to purchase 
the business around 1892-93.  
 
A later reports states that Hernig and Northrup had operated the 
dairy for the "past 22 years" [i.e., since 1892, which matches other 
records].   [TET 5/31/1914]   
 
And deed records show that Hernig and Northrup then purchased 
the property from Holcombe in November 1893.  [DB 194-128, 
1894-04-16] 
 
The business was known locally as the Hopewell Creamery [e.g., 
TET 3/16/1893, HH Souvenir 1900, HH Progress 1914], and as Hernig & Northrup’s Creamery [e.g., Hw 
1909]. 
 
  

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902]  

 
[HH 12/21/1892]  
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Daniel A. Northrup (1865-1936) 

Daniel A. Northrup (1865-1936) was born and raised in Sussex County, 
New Jersey [e.g., 1880 Census]  He moved to Hopewell with his family 
c. 1888 to manage the original creamery and then partnered with 
Peter Hernig c. 1892/93.  [HH Progress 1914] 
 
As part of his life in Hopewell, Northrup was an officer of the 
Columbia Building and Loan Association, and a subscriber to the later 
Building and Loan Association.  [TET 3/27/1903, Times-Advertiser 
2/1/1914] 
 
Around 1904, Northrup also acquired and operated a large farm near 
Skillman, later "regarded as one of the finest in the section of the 
state."  His son, William Northrup, assisted in the management of the 
dairy.  [TET 5/31/1914] 
 
Northrup retired from the Hopewell creamery in 1920, and planned to 
engage in the trucking business in Newark with his son William.  [HH 
4/21/1920]  A 1919 advertisement by the Petry Motor Sales Corp for 
SERVICE brand motor trucks already listed as one of its customers the 
business of "D. A. Northrup & Son / General Hauling" in Hopewell.  [TET 3/30/1919] 
 
However, Northrup's obituary in 1936 reported that he had just retired as a stationary engineer of the 
Castanea Dairy Company (which had acquired the Hopewell creamery), where he had worked for the 
previous 12 years [e.g., from c. 1924].  [TET 4/14/1936] 
 

Peter Hernig (c. 1853 - 1922) 

Peter Hernig (c. 1853 - 1922) was born in Germany and came to America in 1870. When he died in 1922 
at age 69, Hernig left an estate valued at $627,152, of which $224,646 was his interest in the milk 
business.  [Phila. Evening Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 

Hernig came to this country alone from Germany at the age of fourteen, penniless.  His only 
trade was that of cabinet maker.  He began the selling of milk here when it was customary to 
carry one's wares in buckets and announce it to the neighbors by means of a tin horn.  
His success started after his marriage, for which ceremony he had to dye in a dark color the one 
pair of breaches that he possessed.  His first step towards big business was a loan to purchase a 
horse and delivery wagon.  [Phila. Evening Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 

 
By the end of the 1800s, Hernig had become one of the most prominent wholesale milk dealers in the 
city.  "Mr. Hernig is one of the largest dealers in milk and cream in the city, having twenty wagons with 
which to serve these commodities to his many customers."  [Harrisburg Patriot 9/24/1904] 

 
Daniel A. Northrup  

[TET 3/2/1919]  
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In the first part of the 1900s, Hernig lived at 2009 North Mascher Street in Philadelphia, with the 
business at 2013 North Mascher.  [Philadelphia Inquirer 3/24/1922] 
 
The building facade on the 2000 block of North Mascher Street in Philadelphia still has the embedded 
sign: "P. Hernig / A.D. 1898." But since Hernig was in a wholesale business, there is little business news 
or advertising for the company in the newspapers. 
 
As of 1900, Hernig had four creameries in New York at 
Flemingville, Martville, Locke, and Genoa, one creamery in 
Pennsylvania at Hummelstown, and two creameries New 
Jersey at "Hopeville [Hopewell] and Wertsville."  [Phila. 
Times 3/11/1900] 
 
By 1904, "[Hernig] has been in the milk business twenty-nine 
years, controlling an enormous trade and using a score of 
wagons.  He has six creameries, four in New York and two in 
Hopewell and Wurtsville [Wertsville] N. J." [Phila. Inquirer 
9/24/1904]  
 
At the time of his death in 1922, Hernig had a "flourishing 
business" in Philadelphia and Atlantic City.  [Phila. Evening 
Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 
 

 
Hernig Building, North Mascher St., Phila.  

[Susan Babbitt on Flickr]  

 
Hernig ad from 1930 Wanamaker Diary 

[Susan Babbitt on Flickr] 

 
Hernig Milk Bottles 

[Atlantic City Bottles] 

https://www.flickr.com/people/scavenger49/
https://www.flickr.com/people/scavenger49/
https://www.atlanticcitybottles.com/
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Hernig Accused - 1899 - 1904 

In June 1899, a State Food and Diary Commission inspector 
tested cream that had been purchased at the Horn & 
Hardart restaurant on South Broad street in Philadelphia, 
and discovered that it was adulterated with boric acid 
(suspected to have been used as a preservative). No other 
contaminated samples were found, and regular testing by 
Horn & Hardart had not detected adulteration. Peter 
Hornig, the supplier of the milk, then was suspected and 
charged.  [Phila. Times 6/29 & 6/30/1899] 
 
In September 1904 , Hernig was convicted of the charge of 
selling adulterated cream. At the two-day trial, Hernig 
offered a "most vigorous defense," including having the 
matron and children of the Kensington Day Nursery testify 
to the healthfulness of the Hernig milk and cream. Hernig 
reported that the quality of the milk was tested daily, and 
that samples were frequently sent to the Bureau of Health for analysis. The adulterated milk reportedly 
was traced to the Hopewell creamery, from which is was shipped to Philadelphia each morning. Hernig 
was found guilty by the jury, but the sentence was deferred in order to permit filing a motion for a new 
trial.  [Phila. Inquirer, 9/24/1904] 
 
No further discussions of this case are found in the regional newspapers, and the Hernig company 
continued prospering thereafter. The P. Hernig Milk Co. was incorporated in New Jersey in 1903, and 
Peter Hernig & Sons was in Philadelphia in 1939.  [Evening News Harrisburg 1/1/1964]  The Hernig Milk 
Co. was operating in Pennsylvania in 1966.   [Trenton Times Advertiser 12/6/1966] 
 

Hernig & Northrup Creamery - 1890s 

In the first part of the 1890s, the creamery business was referred to in brief mentions as the "Hopewell 
Creamery" or  "Northrup's Creamery." 
 
- In 1893, the "Hopewell Creamery" was reported to 
be "arranging to take milk from the farmers of 
Harbourton vicinity."  [HH 3/9/1893]   The paper also 
warned that "The foot path across the bridge at the 
creamery on Model avenue is still in dangerous 
condition and should be repaired at once, before some 
serious damage is done."  [HH 6/8/1893] 
 
- In November and December 1894, newspaper ads 
promoted that "Your sausage cut while you wait at 
Northrup's creamery."  [HH 11/22/1894] 
 
- In 1895, the "creamery pond" was mentioned as a site for the firemen to drill and test the throw of the 
hoses.  [HH 6/27/1895] 
 
In the second half of the 1890s, newspaper reports provided some information on the creamery 
operations. 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897]  

 
[Phila. Inquirer 9/24/1904] 
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- In 1895, "D. A. Northrup is putting in a new boiler at his creamery."  [HH 10/15/1895] 
 
- The creamery also was selling products locally, with "seven tubs fresh butter for sale at Hopewell 
creamery."  [HH 11/12/1895] 
 
- In a 1896 report, the Hopewell Creamery had received an average of 5,000 pounds of milk per day 
since January 1st, for which they have paid an average of 85 cents per 100 pounds.  [NJ State Board of 
Agriculture 1897] 
 
- The 1897 Hopewell booklet included a photo of "The Creamery," with the pond in front of it. The  
processing at the Hopewell Creamery, with Hernig & Northrup as proprietors, was described as "This 
creamery has large facilities for making butter and ships great quantities of milk and cream. Its capacity 
is 10,000 pounds per day."  [HHH 1897] 
 
In 1898, the creamery was described as doing "a rushing 
business:  

Hernig & Northrup are doing a rushing business at 
their creamery in this place.  They are receiving 
11,800 pounds of milk daily.  Last week was pay day 
and about $2,000 in cash were paid to the farmers 
who take their milk there.   A business that puts that 
amount of money in circulation every month, in the 
way the Hopewell creamery does, is certainly a good 
thing for any town or community.  [HH 6/22/1898] 

 
In comparison, the new Pennington creamery opened in 1898, with "all of the most modern appliances." 
It ceased operation by 1911, and there are no visible remains of the facility today.  [HAHG 1992] 

[The new Pennington creamery is] an elegant plant, equipped with all of the most modern 
appliances. The separator, tester, churn, butter worker and printing machine, stamping every 
pound P.C., i.e., Pennington creamery, are all operated by an eight-horse power engine. The 
refrigerator is large and the supply of pure water unlimited. ... 
We believe that it will be a profit, as well as a great convenience from the loss of sleep, to stand 
by the creamery rather than be a "minute" men to the milk train.  Deal with home people rather 
than distance ones; have your claims at home and not necessitate frequent visits to Philadelphia 
to settle them, as many of you have been obliged to do in the past.  [HH 4/20/1898] 

 
In 1898, the Hopewell Borough council ordered that Hernig & Northrup build a sidewalk along the front 
of their property on Model Avenue.  [6/22/1898]  Northrup then appeared before the council and 
received permission to wait "until after he gathered his ice from the creamery pond next winter," when 
he could then drain the pond, since "the state board of health will not allow water to be drawn from 
such ponds during the summer season."  [HH 7/13/1898]  The next September, the "walk along the 
creamery pond" was nearly completed.  [HH 9/27/1899]. 

 
 [HH 6/22/1898]  
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Hernig & Northrup Wertsville Creamery - 1898 

In 1898, Hernig & Northrup started a new creamery in 
Wertsville.  [TET 11/4/1898]  Then in 1902 they 
purchased the Wertsville creamery.  [TET 4/4/1902] 
 
- In November 1899, Hernig & Northrup paid $1.10 to 
$1.20 per hundred pounds of milk, and $1.30 in December. "They want more milk at both places, and 
are ready to take on all the new dairies that come." 
 
- In May 1909, Hernig & Northrup had to close their Wertsville creamery "on account of the scarcity of 
ice."  [HH 5/5/1909] 

Creamery Expansion - 1900 - 1910 

In 1900, ice from the creamery pond still was an important source of refrigeration. 
 
In 1900, "Daniel Northrup has a number of men at work filling his ice house at the creamery."   [TET 
12/20/1900]  In mid-November 1901, the ice was frozen on the creamery pond, and the temperature 
was 22 degrees the next morning.  [HH 11/13/1901] 
 
The creamery then saw a series of enhancements and expansion of its equipment. 

Our enterprising creamery man, D. A. Northrup, has just added to his well-equipped place of 
business a new churn and butter worker, of the latest improved pattern.  He is now prepared to 
make butter in large quantities, and during the past week has put up and shipped over 100 tubs.  
We had the pleasure of sampling some of his produce a few days ago, and can safely say that it 
was the best we have ever tasted, and it should bring fame in the markets to the Hopewell 
creamery.  [HH 7/1/1903] 

 
- In 1904, Northrup was painting the interior of the creamery.  [HH 5/4/1904] 
 
- Extensive improvements were made at the creamery in 1906-07, including "new shafting, machinery, 
etc.," and overhauling the churn and butter worker to  "make considerable butter this summer."   [HH 
12/19/1906, 6/19/1907]  The 1912 Sanborn map shows a significant change to the former Ice House on 
the left side, now shown as a Refrigeration Room with associated engine. 
 
- The platform at the creamery also was enlarged 
"to accommodate the increase in the daily 
shipment of milk from that place to various points."  
[HH 5/13/1908] 
 
- In 1908, the creamery erected a cold storage 
plant. "A large thirty horsepower boiler and engine 
will also be installed.  The total cost of the 
improvement will be about $3,600, and when 
completed the Hopewell creamery will be one of 
the best and most modern creameries in the state, 
with the best facilities for keeping milk and cream 
clean and sweet."  [HH 4/7/1909] 
 

 
[TET 11/4/1898]  

 
Hernig & Northrup's Creamery [Hw 1909]  
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The Hopewell 1909 booklet has a photograph of the creamery, with the pond drained in the foreground, 
the bridge over the creek visible in front , and the updated loading dock overhang. 
 
As a result, a report by the milk inspector of the city of Philadelphia stated that "the product which came 
to that city from the Hopewell creamery was the finest of any, both in quality and the manner in which it 
is kept.  Since the installing of the cold storage plant Messrs Hernig & Northrup, have without a doubt, 
the most sanitary creamery in the state."  [HH 9/14/1910] 

Creamery Pasteurizing - 1914 - 1919 

Hernig & Northrup installed a new pasteurizing plant in 1914, "which is conceded to be one of the best 
in the state. The milk handled by this concern is heated 240 degrees and then cooled to 40 degrees by 
the pasteurizing apparatus.  The supply of milk is obtained in this Hopewell Valley section of the 
township."   [TET 7/12/1914] 
 

D. A. Northrup, of the firm of Hernig & Northrop, owners of the large dairy on Model Avenue, 
plans to further equip this plant with new apparatus including a pasteurizing plant at a cost of 
$1,000.  The milk handled by this firm was pronounced the purest grade shipped into 
Philadelphia, the official tests in that city showing the local product many points standard of 
purity and ahead of other dairies. 
The company now handles a daily an average of 5,000 quarts, which is shipped to Philadelphia.  
The supply comes from nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley section of the county, the cows 
being of the finest stock.  [TET 5/31/1914] 

 
By 1917, farmers were unhappy with the prices for their milk "The Milk Producers Association will meet 
in Grange Hall on Friday evening next, September 28.  The object of this meeting is to do something to 
obtain our prices for milk.  If the buyers of milk at Hopewell creamery are not going to come up to the 
price it will be up to us to find another market for our product immediately."   [HH 9/26/1917] 
 
But the creamery presumably was still operating successfully, as additional equipment was installed in 
1919. "A new 12-ton ice machine which makes cold air for cooling has just been installed, also a very 
large direct expansion cooler and a 80-horsepower boiler are about to be put in place." In the previous 
year, $80,000 was paid out to the local farmers. About 90 cans, or 8,000 pounds of milk were sent to 
Philadelphia every day.   [TET 3/2/1919] 
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1920/21 - Castanea Dairy Co.  
In 1920, Northrup left the Hernig & Northrup creamery 
business, and the business was acquired by 1921 by the 
Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton. 
 
As of 1920, the Hernig & Northrup Hopewell creamery was 
listed as in operation in a State Agriculture Station circular.  
[TET 1/29/1921] 
 
But in February 1921, the Hopewell branch of the 
Interstate Milk Producers Association called a meeting 
"because of the change in ownership of the Hopewell 
creamery."  [HH 2/9/1921] 
 
In 1921 and 1922, the Hopewell branch of the Inter-State 
Milk Producers Association was soliciting bids to haul milk 
to the creamery to serve farmers who wished to have their 
milk carted.  [e.g., HH 12/15/1922] 
 
By 1922, the Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton was 
listed as the owner of the Hopewell creamery. Castanea 
had been formed from a previous dairy business around 
1905. As of 1922, the company sold some 25,000 quarts of milk and cream daily, which required buying 
some 30,000 quarts of milk a day. Castanea had some 138 employees handling the gathering and 
distribution of the milk. The company bought the entire milk crop of about 5000 selected farmers of 
Mercer, Bucks and Hunterdon Counties.  It owned 56 horses and several motor trucks, and operated 48 
routes.  [TET 6/12/1922] 
 
In 1923, a petition signed by 70 citizens was presented to the borough council, protesting the pollution 
of Beden's brook by the Castanea creamery, and the stench, "which was almost unbearable."  [HH 
6/13/1923] 
 

 
 [TET 10/9/1930]  



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 56-58 Model Ave. - Creamery ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 21 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1925 - Property Sold 
By 1924, the Hopewell creamery was apparently no longer in 
operation, with the processing shifted to Castanea plants.  
 
- In 1924, bids were solicited for hauling milk that previously went 
to the Hopewell creamery, and instead transport it directly to 
Castanea in Trenton.  [HH 1/23/1924] 
 
Then the in 1925 creamery property was sold, confusingly as part 
of a public auction that included the personal property of George 
H. Francis.  
 
The advertisement announcing the sales was focused on the 
Administrator's sale of the personal property of Francis, "on the 
premises and in the building" of the former Castanea Dairy 
Company, which was "formerly used as a creamery by them." The 
property included furniture and other household items, 75 
tomato crates, and "about 200 volumes" of books.  [e.g., HH 
10/14/1925]   
 
A final paragraph in the ad also listed the public auction of the 
creamery building. The "property on Model avenue formerly used 
as a creamery" was then sold to Dr. T. A. Pierson and John R. 
Race.  [HH 11/4/1925] 
 
George H. Francis (1847-1925) was born in Utica, New York, 
moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and became a lawyer, and then 
came to Hopewell and owned a fruit farm and ran a real estate 
business.  [Madison Wisc. State Journal 8/10/1925]  He had been 
in Hopewell for some 13 years, and was a "prominent Real Estate 
broker" with an office in the Hopewell National Bank building.  
[HH 8/12/1925]  While Francis was in the real estate business, it is 
not clear if he was connected to the creamery, or whether it was 
simply a convenient place to hold a public sale. 
 

 
 [HH 10/21/1925]  
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1930s - 1940s - Public Recreation 
By 1927, the creamery building was shown on maps as "not in operation" and "old & dilapidated," with 
the former pond then a "swamp."  [Sanborn 1927, 1935]  But the pond still was attractive for public 
recreation, including swimming, fishing, and ice skating.  
 
There were some temporary uses of the building, including A. Castoro selling ice and also oyster shells 
and loose lime there.  [HH 9/16/1931, 6/21/1933]  And 1932, the borough remodeled the building to 
keep stray dogs.  [HH 8/31/1932] 
 
In early 1936, the Borough took a five-year lease for use of the pond from the owner, Dr. Theodore A. 
Pierson, originally for as a ice skating rink. The pond had been used as a dump "for many years." The 
pond was cleaned and deepened to a depth of 3 to 4 feet. The construction was done as a WPA project 
(New Deal Work Projects Administration during the Great Depression).  [Trenton Sunday Times-
Advertiser. 2/16/1936] 
 
That summer, the Borough opened the creamery pond as a community swimming pool. The dam gates 
were closed, and the pond was fed from several nearby springs.  [TET 6/24/1936] 
 
In 1936, the property also was used by Muncio 
Masano to buy and sell farm animals and products.  
[e.g., TET 6/26/1936]  And in 1939 it was used as a 
furniture storehouse.  [HH 3/15/1939] 
 
Each May from at least 1939 to 1941, the Sourland 
Mountain Sport Club sponsored a fishing contest for 
children under 14.  The "old creamery pond on Model 
Avenue" was stocked with "a large supply of trout" for 
the event. This is presumably the subject of the 1939 
photo.  
 
The 1941 photo also shows a group of children from 
St. Michael's Orphanage fishing at the pond. 
 
By early 1945, the Borough had drained the pond because of misbehavior.  [Hw News 1/21/1945] In 
1947, the Borough Council discussed conditioning the pond for skating.  [HH 12/31/1947]   
 
But in 1949 the creamery pond was reported in bad shape, and was filled in. 
 
The pond was "odorous and unhealthy."  [HH 5/11/1949]  The Borough was still controlling the pond 
under lease, but "all types of refuse and disease-breeding articles are flowing through brooks from the 
pond on to and through private properties where children are at play daily."  [HH 4/13/1949] 
 
By the end of the year, the creamery pond was reported as "filled in."  [HH 11/2/1949] 
 
There is no known record of when the creamery building was demolished. The building and pond appear 
in the Sanborn maps up to the last such map in 1935. 
 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 

(Sourland Mountain Sport Club?) 
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