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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF INCORPORATION 

HOUSE TOUR 
OF PENNINGTON 

SPONSORED BY 
HOPEWELL VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MAY6, 1990 

Noon to 5:00 p.m. 

Admission: $8.00 

Proceeds from the Tour will be used to 
maintain the Society's Headquarters 

The Harbourcon Community Church 

THIS IS YOUR TICKET 
PLEASE SAVE 

SMOKING AND/OR INTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHS 
PROHIBITED AT ALL TOUR SITES 



12 Scudder Court 
Kevin & Maria Burke 

Kevin and Maria built their "Modern Classi" home in his RockweU 
Green Development to incorporate elements of today and yesterday. 
The exterior contains the classic components of wood shingles, brick, 
round columns and traditional windows. In order to create an interior 
that is light, bright and airy, they combined high ceilings, tall narrow<U 
French style windows, and a glass block pipe rail staircase with such 1 . 
traditional elements as columns and moldings. Their white-on-white .I; 
interior includes buiJt in cabinets, the luxury of marble, double-sided 
fireplaces and non-structured living areas. Maria has combined an 
eclectic mixtu~e of furnishings to decorate their home. Included in 
this modern home is a sunny columned back porch reminiscent of the 
south, an office for Kevin, a children's and adult play room, and to 
help everyone relax and stay healthy an exercise room. 

12 Eglantine Avenue 
Jeffrey Faigle 

Typical of the shingle style, this house was built by Col. Kunkel with 
the first floor of stone and the second floor of wood shingles. Col. 
Kunkel sold the property in 1903 for $4,500. In 1912 Alexander D. ~ 
Clarkson, son of the first mayor of the Borough and himself mayor 
from 1918 to 1921, purchased the property. His family continued to 
live here until 1955 when the property was sold to St. James Church , 
for use as a family center. The interior contains fine examples of the 
craftsmen of the tum of the century and has been recently restored 
and is now decorated with beautiful period antiques by Mr. Faigle. 

39 North Main Street 
James & Janet Roberts 

In 1850 James Thompson purchased this small building Jot for $220. 
By 1857 he had erected his home on the property, in the vernacular 
Federal s tyle so typical of many Pennington homes - symmetrical 
front wi th rear wing. Over the years many families with familiar~ 
names such as Blackwell and Sked have lived in this home. The 
Roberts purchased the house in 1987 and since that time have been 
meticulously renovating and decorating their home, some of which is 
still in progress. Of particular interest is the fine woodworking and l 
fireplace added in the front room during the renovations, and the 
beautiful side patio. 
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· 7 Queens Lane 
Cal and Cynthia Minor 

This Thompson design house with its quiet front courtyard was one 
of the first homes built on the "Abey Tract." It was first occupied by 
the Hopkins, who sold to the Minors in 1984. Since living here they 
have made minor changes to the house in order to link the interior 
with their love of the exterior. These include the addition of the bay 
window in the family room and converting the front screened porch 
to a sunny sitting room full of flowers. Inside, each room is filled with 
the art and antiques, many with interesting acquisition stories, that 
they have collected as they lived around the world. Outside, Cal has 
worked to enhance the yard with beautiful plantings and flower beds. 
Be sure and stroll through their garden. 

14 Eglantine Avenue 
Lon & Martha Maletta 

As part of his promotional effort for his new development Col. John 
Kunkel had this house built in a simplified Queen Anne style. In
cluded is a front turre ted bay and beautiful stained glass window and 
door. The sale price to Ana Cooney in 1909 was $5,000. The Methodist 
Church bought this property in 1953 for use as their parsonage. They 
sold it in 1980 to the Malettas, who have done extensive work on the 
house including a balcony with a beautiful view added to the third 
floor master bedroom. 

Please note to see third floor you must remove yo11r shoes. 



8 Academy Court 
Betsy Barlow 

After the original frame school building that was on this lot was 
moved across the street (now the First Baptist Church), this brick 
structure was erected in 1899. Wl,en the structure closed as a school, 
the Board of Education occupied the building. After their move to the 
Tollgate School the building was sold and by 1985 had been conver ted 
to condominiums. An important focal point of this residence, once the 
3rd grade classroom, are the interior arched window openings cre
ated by an expansion of the building in 1906. Also interesting are the 
marks on the floor where the original desks had been bolted down. 
Betsy was one of the first occupants of the Academy and has deco
rated her "class room" with treasured antiques. 

Please use the stail-s if at all possible. 
Parking on the street only. 

304 Burd Street 
Robert & Susan Riley 

William P. Howe Sr. came to Pennington in 1910, and by 1912 he was 
Mayor of Pennington. He was an avid gardener and as his interest in 
gardening increased he purchased in 1912 the 78 acre Sked farm, 
expanded his garden fields, laid out streets and divided the tract into 
building lots. By 1917 he had built his own Dutch Colonial Revival 
home, which he called White Birches, at the corner of Burd and 
Voorhees. The offices and greenhouses for his nursery business were 
located behind the house. During the 1970s the house was used as the 
offices for the nursery business. Bob and Sue have lived in the house 
since 1981 reclaiming much of the original interior detailing and 
overgrown exterior. 

9 Baldwin Court 
Peter & Amy Blicher 

Peter, developer of Pennington Woods, built this home for himself in 
1986. Incorporated into his home are various architectural styles, in
cluding elements from the Victorian period and contemporary detail
ing. This eclectic building style enables them to decorate the house in 
a similar fashion. Natural building products such as hardwood floors, 
terra cotta tiles, and natural woodwork have been used throughout. 
An open feeling was created by the use of vaulted ceilings and 
skylights. One of the family's favorite rooms is the sunroom and 
family room at the rear of the house which incorporates the quiet back 
yard through a wrap around deck, the warmth of a double sided fire
place a11d the luxury of a jaccuzzi. Most of the artwork in the house is 
Amy's which she now creates in her studio loft above the Master 
bedroom suite. 

Adjacent to the back yard is the Bethel A.M.E. Cemetery which 
has been used and maintained for over 150 years. I 
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205 South Main Street 
William & Nancy Schluter 

Designed by Augustine M. VanKirk in the Georgian style with Flem
ish Bond brickwork, the Female Seminary was erected in 1836. It was 
later known as Evergreen HaU and n m by Miss Mary Hale. ln 18'14 it 
closed as a boarding school, but continued as a day school. 1n the mid 
1900s i t became a mul tifamily dwelling necessi tating numerous 
changes to the structure. After purchasing the house the Schluters 
have restored it to its original single family appearance.- Jnteresting to 
note is the basement cooking fireplace and large room probably used 
as a dining room for the lad ies, and the period pieces throughout the 
house. 

418 Sked Street 
Tom & Julie Chapin 

Built by William P. Howe in the Colonial Revival style at approxi
mately the same time he was building his own home, it was one of the 
first houses in his development. In 1918 the first owners, Merritt and 
Blanche Brandt, mortgaged their home for $6,000. Since that time the 
house has had numerous owners; each has made minor changes to 
the home. The Chapins purchased in 1987, and in 1988 their addition 
to this home was completed. In order to retain the character of the 
house they reused many original architectural features. Their addi
tion incorporates a Library with built-in bookcases on the first floor, 
and a Master Bedroom suite on the second with the luxury of a very 
modern marble bath. Many family period heirlooms decorate their 
home. 
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